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Reading for Everyone 
 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
 
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings 
live a magical life aboard their family's Mississippi River shantyboat. But 
when their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, 
Rill is left in charge--until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that 
is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children's Home Society 
orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned 
to their parents--but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of 
the facility's cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother 

together in a world of danger and uncertainty. 
 
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 
 
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam war a 
changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, he makes an 
impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where they 
will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. 

Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous time, caught 
in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, dares to 
hope that a new land will lead to a better future for her family. She is 
desperate for a place to belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and 

go anywhere for the man she loves, even if means following him into the unknown. 

 
Option B by Sheryl Sandberg 
  
After the sudden death of her husband, Sheryl Sandberg felt certain that she and 
her children would never feel pure joy again. “I was in ‘the void,’” she writes, “a 
vast emptiness that fills your heart and lungs and restricts your ability to think or 
even breathe.” Her friend Adam Grant, a psychologist at Wharton, told her there 
are concrete steps people can take to recover and rebound from life-shattering 
experiences. We are not born with a fixed amount of resilience. It is a muscle 
that everyone can build. Option B combines Sheryl’s personal insights with 
Adam’s eye-opening research on finding strength in the face of adversity.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Before-We-Were-Yours-Novel/dp/0425284689
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Alone-Novel-Kristin-Hannah/dp/0312577230
https://www.amazon.com/Option-Adversity-Building-Resilience-Finding/dp/1524732680


 
Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
 
Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a 
friend—but none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in 
handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the 
scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. 
 
Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do 
they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 
 
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows 

rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. 
Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is 
under attack. 
 

 
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones 
 
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American 
Dream and the New South. He is a young executive, and she is an artist 
on the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of 
their life together, they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could 
have imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a 
crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though fiercely independent, 
Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in Andre, her 
childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison 

passes, she is unable to hold on to the love that has been her center. After five years, Roy’s 
conviction is suddenly overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life together. 
 
  

The Four Sacred Gifts by Dr. Anita L. Sanchez 
 
Heal your past, discover your true purpose, and become a powerful source 
of inspiration and leadership with The Four Sacred Gifts, a collection of 
Aztec and global indigenous wisdom for modern life. 
 
Given the ongoing changes in our economic, social, political, and physical 
environment, we are often left gulping for air as we ride the powerful waves 
of change. Modern life overloads us with information yet lacks the true 
wisdom we seek. In this book, a group of global indigenous elders pass 
down their four most essential, agreed upon tools to help you fulfill your 

truest desire for meaning, wisdom, and heartfelt connection. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Dear-Martin-Nic-Stone/dp/1101939494
https://www.amazon.com/American-Marriage-Novel-Oprahs-Selection-ebook/dp/B01NCUXEFR
https://www.amazon.com/Four-Sacred-Gifts-Indigenous-Wisdom/dp/1501150707


 
Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 
 
February 1862. The Civil War is less than one year old. The fighting has 
begun in earnest, and the nation has begun to realize it is in for a long, 
bloody struggle. Meanwhile, President Lincoln’s beloved eleven-year-old 
son, Willie, lies upstairs in the White House, gravely ill. In a matter of days, 
despite predictions of a recovery, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a 
Georgetown cemetery. “My poor boy, he was too good for this earth,” the 
president says at the time. “God has called him home.” Newspapers report 
that a grief-stricken Lincoln returns, alone, to the crypt several times to hold 
his boy’s body.  From that seed of historical truth, George Saunders spins 

an unforgettable story of familial love and loss that breaks free of its realistic, historical framework 
into a supernatural realm both hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself in a strange 
purgatory where ghosts mingle, gripe, commiserate, quarrel, and enact bizarre acts of penance. 
Within this transitional state—called, in the Tibetan tradition, the bardo—a monumental struggle 
erupts over young Willie’s soul. 

 
The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 
 
One teenager in a skirt.  
One teenager with a lighter. 
One moment that changes both of their lives forever. 
 
If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both 
were high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse 
cities in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, 
lived in the middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. 
Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a 

large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on 
the bus ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard 
charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment.  The 57 Bus is Dashka Slater's true 
account of the case that garnered international attention and thrust both teenagers into the spotlight. 

 
The Woman in the Window by A. J. Finn 
 
For readers of Gillian Flynn and Tana French comes one of the decade’s 
most anticipated debuts, to be published in thirty-six languages around the 
world and already in development as a major film from Fox: a twisty, 
powerful Hitchcockian thriller about an agoraphobic woman who believes 
she witnessed a crime in a neighboring house. 

It isn’t paranoia if it’s really happening . . . 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Lincoln-Bardo-Novel-George-Saunders/dp/0812995341
https://www.amazon.com/57-Bus-Story-Teenagers-Changed/dp/0374303231
https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Window-Novel-Finn/dp/0062791451


 

 
Perfect (Flawed) by Cecelia Ahern 
 
In Cecelia Ahern's thrilling sequel to Flawed, Celestine must make a 
choice: save just herself or risk her own life to save all Flawed people. 

Celestine North lives in a society that demands perfection. After she was 
branded Flawed by a morality court, Celestine's life has completely 
fractured--all her freedoms gone. 

Since Judge Crevan has declared her the number one threat to the public, 
she has been a ghost, on the run with Carrick--the only person she can trust.  But Celestine has a 
secret--one that could bring the entire Flawed system crumbling to the ground. A secret that has 
already caused countless people to go missing.  Judge Crevan is gaining the upper hand, and time 
is running out for Celestine. With tensions building, can she prove that to be human in itself is to be 
Flawed? 

 
We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter 
 
It is the spring of 1939 and three generations of the Kurc family are doing 
their best to live normal lives, even as the shadow of war grows closer. The 
talk around the family Seder table is of new babies and budding romance, not 
of the increasing hardships threatening Jews in their hometown of Radom, 
Poland. But soon the horrors overtaking Europe will become inescapable and 
the Kurcs will be flung to the far corners of the world, each desperately trying 
to navigate his or her own path to safety.  
  

 
 
The Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzi Lee 

Henry “Monty” Montague was born and bred to be a gentleman, but he 
was never one to be tamed. The finest boarding schools in England and 
the constant disapproval of his father haven’t been able to curb any of 
his roguish passions—not for gambling halls, late nights spent with a 
bottle of spirits, or waking up in the arms of women or men. 

But as Monty embarks on his Grand Tour of Europe, his quest for a life 
filled with pleasure and vice is in danger of coming to an end. Not only 

does his father expect him to take over the family’s estate upon his return, but Monty is also 
nursing an impossible crush on his best friend and traveling companion, Percy. 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Perfect-Flawed-Cecelia-Ahern/dp/1250144140/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527700912&sr=1-1&keywords=perfect&dpID=51owc3U-SVL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
https://www.amazon.com/Were-Lucky-Ones-Georgia-Hunter/dp/0399563083
https://www.amazon.com/Gentlemans-Guide-Vice-Virtue/dp/0062382802


 

Warlight by Michael Ondaatje 

In a narrative as beguiling and mysterious as memory itself--shadowed and 
luminous at once--we read the story of fourteen-year-old Nathaniel, and his 
older sister, Rachel. In 1945, just after World War II, they stay behind in 
London when their parents move to Singapore, leaving them in the care of a 
mysterious figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and 
they grow both more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his 
eccentric crew of friends: men and women joined by a shared history of 
unspecified service during the war, all of whom seem, in some way, 

determined now to protect, and educate (in rather unusual ways) Rachel and Nathaniel. But are they 
really what and who they claim to be? And what does it mean when the siblings' mother returns after 
months of silence without their father, explaining nothing, excusing nothing? A dozen years later, 
Nathaniel begins to uncover all that he didn't know and understand in that time, and it is this 
journey--through facts, recollection, and imagination--that he narrates in this masterwork from one of 
the great writers of our time. 

Calypso by David Sedaris 

If you've ever laughed your way through David Sedaris's cheerfully 
misanthropic stories, you might think you know what you're getting with 
Calypso. You'd be wrong.  

When he buys a beach house on the Carolina coast, Sedaris envisions long, 
relaxing vacations spent playing board games and lounging in the sun with 
those he loves most. And life at the Sea Section, as he names the vacation 
home, is exactly as idyllic as he imagined, except for one tiny, vexing 

realization: it's impossible to take a vacation from yourself. 

 

Circe by Madeline Miller 

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter 
is born. But Circe is a strange child--not powerful, like her father, nor viciously 
alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of mortals for companionship, 
she discovers that she does possess power--the power of witchcraft, which 
can transform rivals into monsters and menace the gods themselves. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Warlight-novel-Michael-Ondaatje/dp/0525521194
https://www.amazon.com/Calypso-David-Sedaris/dp/0316392383
https://www.amazon.com/Circe-Madeline-Miller/dp/0316556343


Reading for Grade 9 

The Hazel Wood by Melissa Albert 

Seventeen-year-old Alice and her mother have spent most of Alice’s life on 
the road, always a step ahead of the uncanny bad luck biting at their heels. 
But when Alice’s grandmother, the reclusive author of a cult-classic book of 
pitch-dark fairy tales, dies alone on her estate, the Hazel Wood, Alice learns 
how bad her luck can really get: Her mother is stolen away―by a figure who 
claims to come from the Hinterland, the cruel supernatural world where her 
grandmother's stories are set. Alice's only lead is the message her mother 
left behind: “Stay away from the Hazel Wood.” 

Alice has long steered clear of her grandmother’s cultish fans. But now she has no choice but to ally 
with classmate Ellery Finch, a Hinterland superfan who may have his own reasons for wanting to 
help her. To retrieve her mother, Alice must venture first to the Hazel Wood, then into the world 
where her grandmother's tales began―and where she might find out how her own story went so 
wrong. 

 
Mary's Monster by Lita Judge 

Pairing free verse with over three hundred pages of black-and-white 
watercolor illustrations, Mary’s Monster is a unique and stunning biography of 
Mary Shelley, the pregnant teenage runaway who became one of the 
greatest authors of all time. 

Legend is correct that Mary Shelley began penning Frankenstein in answer to 
a dare to write a ghost story. What most people don't know, however, is that 
the seeds of her novel had been planted long before that night. By age 
nineteen, she had been disowned by her family, was living in scandal with a 

married man, and had lost her baby daughter just days after her birth. Mary poured her grief, pain, 
and passion into the powerful book still revered two hundred years later, and in Mary's Monster, 
author/illustrator Lita Judge has poured her own passion into a gorgeous book that pays tribute to 
the life of this incredible author.  This title has Common Core connections. 

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees 
are on a desperate trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. 
Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route 
to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by 
circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each 
other tested with each step closer to safety. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Hazel-Wood-Novel-Melissa-Albert/dp/1250147905
https://www.amazon.com/Marys-Monster-Madness-Shelley-Frankenstein/dp/1626725004
https://www.amazon.com/Belles-Dhonielle-Clayton/dp/1484728491/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527861657&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Belles


 

The Belles by Dhonielle Clayton 

Camellia Beauregard is a Belle. In the opulent world of Orleans, Belles are 
revered, for they control Beauty, and Beauty is a commodity coveted above 
all else. In Orleans, the people are born gray, they are born damned, and 
only with the help of a Belle and her talents can they transform and be made 
beautiful. 
 
But it's not enough for Camellia to be just a Belle. She wants to be the 
favorite, the Belle chosen by the Queen of Orleans to live in the royal palace, 
to tend to the royal family and their court, to be recognized as the most 

talented Belle in the land. 
 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 

An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award finalist 
and New York Times bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel 
that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide 
whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. 

A cannon. A strap. A piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper.  
A gat. A hammer. A tool for RULE 
 
Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the 
back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. 

And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with 
that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on 
the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?  

Dread Nation by Justina Ireland 

Jane McKeene was born two days before the dead began to walk the 
battlefields of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania—derailing the War Between the 
States and changing the nation forever. 

In this new America, safety for all depends on the work of a few, and laws 
like the Native and Negro Education Act require certain children attend 
combat schools to learn to put down the dead. 

But there are also opportunities—and Jane is studying to become an 
Attendant, trained in both weaponry and etiquette to protect the well-to-do. 

It's a chance for a better life for Negro girls like Jane. After all, not even being the daughter of a 
wealthy white Southern woman could save her from society’s expectations. 

And the restless dead, it would seem, are the least of her problems. 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Belles-Dhonielle-Clayton/dp/1484728491
https://www.amazon.com/Long-Way-Down-Jason-Reynolds/dp/1481438255
https://www.amazon.com/Dread-Nation-Justina-Ireland/dp/0062570609


Reading for Grade 10 

The Wicker King by K. Ancrum 

Jack once saved August's life…now can August save him? 

August is a misfit with a pyro streak and Jack is a golden boy on the varsity 
rugby team―but their intense friendship goes way back. Jack begins to see 
increasingly vivid hallucinations that take the form of an elaborate fantasy 
kingdom creeping into the edges of the real world. With their parents’ 
unreliable behavior, August decides to help Jack the way he always has―on 
his own. He accepts the visions as reality, even when Jack leads them on a 

quest to fulfill a dark prophecy. 

Love, Hate & Other Filters by Samira Ahmed 

American-born seventeen-year-old Maya Aziz is torn between worlds. 
There’s the proper one her parents expect for their good Indian daughter: 
attending a college close to their suburban Chicago home, and being paired 
off with an older Muslim boy her mom deems “suitable.” And then there is the 
world of her dreams: going to film school and living in New York City—and 
maybe (just maybe) pursuing a boy she’s known from afar since grade 
school, a boy who’s finally falling into her orbit at school. 

 There’s also the real world, beyond Maya’s control. In the aftermath of a 
horrific crime perpetrated hundreds of miles away, her life is turned upside down. The community 
she’s known since birth becomes unrecognizable; neighbors and classmates alike are consumed 
with fear, bigotry, and hatred. Ultimately, Maya must find the strength within to determine where she 
truly belongs. 

Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 

Geobiologist Hope Jahren has spent her life studying trees, flowers, seeds, 
and soil. Lab Girl is her revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also a 
celebration of the lifelong curiosity, humility, and passion that drive every 
scientist. In these pages, Hope takes us back to her Minnesota childhood, 
where she spent hours in unfettered play in her father’s college laboratory. 
She tells us how she found a sanctuary in science, learning to perform lab 
work “with both the heart and the hands.” She introduces us to Bill, her 
brilliant, eccentric lab manager. And she extends the mantle of scientist to 
each one of her readers, inviting us to join her in observing and protecting 

our environment. Warm, luminous, compulsively readable, Lab Girl vividly demonstrates the 
mountains that we can move when love and work come together.  

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Wicker-King-K-Ancrum/dp/1250101549
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Other-Filters-Samira-Ahmed/dp/1616958472
https://www.amazon.com/Lab-Girl-Hope-Jahren/dp/1101873728


Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 

They killed my mother. 
They took our magic. 
They tried to bury us. 
Now we rise. 
 
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. 
Burners ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother 
summoned forth souls. 

But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a 
ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people without hope. Now 
Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue 
princess, Zélie must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating magic for 
good. 

Undead Girl Gang by Lily Anderson 

Meet teenage Wiccan Mila Flores, who truly could not care less what you 
think about her Doc Martens, her attitude, or her weight because she knows 
that, no matter what, her BFF Riley is right by her side. So when Riley and 
Fairmont Academy mean girls June Phelan-Park and Dayton Nesseth die 
under suspicious circumstances, Mila refuses to believe everyone's 
explanation that her BFF was involved in a suicide pact. Instead, armed with 
a tube of lip gloss and an ancient grimoire, Mila does the unthinkable to 
uncover the truth: she brings the girls back to life. 

 

Americanized: Rebel without a Green Card by Sara Saedi 

At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a terrible 
family secret: she was breaking the law simply by living in the United States. 
Only two years old when her parents fled Iran, she didn't learn of her 
undocumented status until her older sister wanted to apply for an 
after-school job, but couldn't because she didn't have a Social Security 
number. 

Fear of deportation kept Sara up at night, but it didn't keep her from being a 
teenager. She desperately wanted a green card, along with clear skin, her own car, and a boyfriend. 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Children-Blood-Bone-Legacy-Orisha/dp/1250170974
https://www.amazon.com/Undead-Girl-Gang-Lily-Anderson/dp/0451478231
https://www.amazon.com/Americanized-Rebel-Without-Green-Card/dp/1524717797


Reading for Grade 11 

Turtles All The Way Down by John Green 

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive 
billionaire Russell Pickett, but there’s a hundred-thousand-dollar reward at 
stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. 
So together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate 
them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis. 

Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good 
student, and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the 
ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts.  

 In his long-awaited return, John Green, the acclaimed, award-winning author of Looking for Alaska 
and The Fault in Our Stars, shares Aza’s story with shattering, unflinching clarity in this brilliant novel 
of love, resilience, and the power of lifelong friendship. 

The Power by Naomi Alderman 

In THE POWER, the world is a recognizable place: there's a rich Nigerian 
boy who lounges around the family pool; a foster kid whose religious parents 
hide their true nature; an ambitious American politician; a tough London girl 
from a tricky family. But then a vital new force takes root and flourishes, 
causing their lives to converge with devastating effect. Teenage girls now 
have immense physical power--they can cause agonizing pain and even 
death. And, with this small twist of nature, the world drastically resets. 

From award-winning author Naomi Alderman, THE POWER is speculative 
fiction at its most ambitious and provocative, at once taking us on a thrilling journey to an alternate 
reality, and exposing our own world in bold and surprising ways. 

The Strange Fascinations of Noah Hypnotik 

This is Noah Oakman → sixteen, Bowie believer, concise historian, 
disillusioned swimmer, son, brother, friend. 

Then Noah → gets hypnotized. 

Now Noah → sees changes: his mother has a scar on her face that wasn’t 
there before; his old dog, who once walked with a limp, is suddenly lithe; his 
best friend, a lifelong DC Comics disciple, now rotates in the Marvel 
universe. Subtle behaviors, bits of history, plans for the future—everything in 
Noah’s world has been rewritten. Everything except his Strange Fascinations 

. . . A stunning surrealist portrait, The Strange Fascinations of Noah Hypnotik is a story about all the 
ways we hurt our friends without knowing it, and all the ways they stick around to save us. 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Turtles-All-Down-John-Green/dp/0525555366
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Naomi-Alderman/dp/0316547611
https://www.amazon.com/Strange-Fascinations-Noah-Hypnotik/dp/0425288862


All The Lives I Want by Alana Massey 

Mixing Didion's affected cool with moments of giddy celebrity worship, 
Massey examines the lives of the women who reflect our greatest aspirations 
and darkest fears back onto us. These essays are personal without being 
confessional and clever in a way that invites readers into the joke. A cultural 
critique and a finely wrought fan letter, interwoven with stories that are 
achingly personal, ALL THE LIVES I WANT is also an exploration of mental 
illness, the sex industry, and the dangers of loving too hard. But it is, above 
all, a paean to the celebrities who have shaped a generation of women--from 
Scarlett Johansson to Amber Rose, Lil' Kim, Anjelica Huston, Lana Del Rey, 

Anna Nicole Smith and many more. These reflections aim to reimagine these women's legacies, and 
in the process, teach us new ways of forgiving ourselves. 

One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus  

Pay close attention and you might solve this. 
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 
Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule.  
Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming princess.  
Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. 
Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 
And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip 
app. 
 
Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom.  Before the end of 

detention Simon's dead.  Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go 
to protect them. 

And Were Off by Dana Schwartz 

Seventeen-year-old Nora Holmes is an artist, a painter from the moment she 
could hold a brush. She inherited the skill from her grandfather, Robert, who's 
always nurtured Nora's talent and encouraged her to follow her passion. Still, 
Nora is shocked and elated when Robert offers her a gift: an 
all-expenses-paid summer trip to Europe to immerse herself in the craft and 
to study history's most famous artists. The only catch? Nora has to create an 
original piece of artwork at every stop and send it back to her grandfather. It's 
a no-brainer: Nora is in!  

Unfortunately, Nora's mother, Alice, is less than thrilled about the trip. She worries about what the 
future holds for her young, idealistic daughter—and her opinions haven't gone unnoticed. Nora 
couldn't feel more unsupported by her mother, and in the weeks leading up to the trip, the women 
are as disconnected as they've ever been. But seconds after saying goodbye to Alice at the airport 
terminal, Nora hears a voice call out: "Wait! Stop! I'm coming with you!"  And . . . they’re off! 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/All-Lives-Want-Friends-Strangers/dp/1455565881
https://www.amazon.com/One-Us-Lying-Karen-McManus/dp/1524714682
https://www.amazon.com/One-Us-Lying-Karen-McManus/dp/1524714682
https://www.amazon.com/Were-Off-Dana-Schwartz/dp/0448493810


Reading for Grade 12 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sanchez 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move 
out of their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican 
daughters never abandon their family. 

But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role.  

Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and 
Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one 
seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to 

channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. 

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone 
thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first love, first everything boyfriend Connor, 
Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s 
story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 

The Disappearance of Sloane Sullivan 

No one wants me to tell you about the disappearance of Sloane 
Sullivan. 

Not the lawyers or the cops. Not her friends or family. Not even the boy who 
loved her more than anyone. And most certainly not the United States 
Marshals Service. You know, the people who run the witness protection 
program or, as it’s officially called, the Witness Security Program? Yeah, the 
WITSEC folks definitely don’t want me talking to you.  But I don’t care. I have 

to tell someone. 

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by 
Trevor Noah 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The 
Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white 
Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was 
punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, 
Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the 
extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a 
government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by 
the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set 

forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a 
centuries-long struggle. 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Not-Your-Perfect-Mexican-Daughter/dp/1524700487
https://www.amazon.com/The-Disappearance-of-Sloane-Sullivan/dp/133501537X
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood/dp/1531865046
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood/dp/1531865046


Down and Across by Arvin Ahmadi 

Scott Ferdowsi has a track record of quitting. His best friends know exactly 
what they want to do with the rest of their lives, but Scott can hardly commit to 
a breakfast cereal, let alone a passion. With college applications looming and 
his parents pushing him to settle on a “practical” career, Scott sneaks off to 
Washington, DC, seeking guidance from a famous psychologist who claims to 
know the secret to success. 

 He never expects an adventure to unfold. But that’s what Scott gets when he 
meets Fiora Buchanan, a ballsy college student whose life ambition is to write 

crossword puzzles. When the bicycle she lends him gets Scott into a high-speed chase, he knows 
he’s in for the ride of his life. 

  

The Beauty That Remains by Ashley Woodfolk 

We've lost everything...and found ourselves. 

Loss pulled Autumn, Shay, and Logan apart. Will music bring them back 
together?  

Autumn always knew exactly who she was: a talented artist and a loyal friend. 
Shay was defined by two things: her bond with her twin sister, Sasha, and her 
love of music. And Logan has always turned to writing love songs when his 

real love life was a little less than perfect. 

But when tragedy strikes each of them, somehow music is no longer enough. Now Logan is a guy 
who can't stop watching vlogs of his dead ex-boyfriend. Shay is a music blogger who's struggling to 
keep it together. And Autumn sends messages that she knows can never be answered.  Despite the 
odds, one band's music will reunite them and prove that after grief, beauty thrives in the people left 
behind. 

Barracoon: The Story of the Last "Black Cargo": Zora Neale 
Hurston 

In 1927, Zora Neale Hurston went to Plateau, Alabama, just outside Mobile, to 
interview eighty-six-year-old Cudjo Lewis. Of the millions of men, women, and 
children transported from Africa to America as slaves, Cudjo was then the 
only person alive to tell the story of this integral part of the nation’s history. 
Hurston was there to record Cudjo’s firsthand account of the raid that led to 
his capture and bondage fifty years after the Atlantic slave trade was 
outlawed in the United States. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Down-Across-Arvin-Ahmadi/dp/0425289877
https://www.amazon.com/Beauty-That-Remains-Ashley-Woodfolk-ebook/dp/B072SS4R8C
https://www.amazon.com/Barracoon-Story-Last-Black-Cargo/dp/0062748203
https://www.amazon.com/Barracoon-Story-Last-Black-Cargo/dp/0062748203

