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Be sure to read Absolutely True Diary closely as 
your teachers will check your understanding with 

a written response once you return to class. 

As you read, think about the questions that follow.

-----------------------------------------------------

We recognize that some of the content of this book 
may be challenging to you; that rigor is partly why we 
have chosen it. We hope that you will remain true to 

the spirit of discovery that literature offers. We expect 
that you will not use electronic or Internet sources for 

book summaries or analysis.



Questions to consider as you read:
● The picture on page 57 begins to express the term 

“part-time” Indian and the identity struggle that Junior 
faces while attending Reardan. What compromises 
does Junior make in attending this all-white school?  
What sacrifices does he make by no longer attending 
the school on the Rez? What is the role of “truth” in 
how he tells the story of his journey? Is this ultimate 
choice of change worth it? How or how not?

● Based on the first few chapters, what are the “worst 

things about being poor” as Junior describes them? 
Why can’t Junior “blame his parents for their poverty,” 
and what does poverty teach you according to Junior?

● Mr. P., Junior, and his parents discuss “hope” in their 

conversations. How is hope defined in this novel? 
Who has it and why? 

● In addition to the idea that “Indians like to be scared” 

and they like to tell stories, specifically how do Turtle 
Lake and the monster of a pine tree serve as symbols 
at the end of the book? Think about Junior’s journey 
before, during, and climbing the tree in the last 
chapters. How does this scene represent his “entire 
world”?

● Absolutely True Diary describes a certain journey. 

What is Junior traveling toward and moving away 
from, both literally and figuratively?

● Consider what the words “culture” and “identity” mean. 

What identities are important to Junior? What cultures 
interact in the novel?


